. Volume 33, Issue 11

November 2025

A
urch

Blessing of
the Animals » 2

We gather to Ask the
Lord’s Blessings ¢ 3

St. Anna’s
Philoptochos » 4

Thanksgiving
Food Drive ¢ 4

Community
Christmas Card » 4

AN L
T\

6th Annual

5. /e&f’/}y af the Animale

Saturday, November 22, 10 am

Lord, You know that men are flesh and blood; forgive them their sins and pour out Your blessing on all. — St. Haralambos



“For ask the animals
and they will teach
you...in His hand is
the life of every living
thing and the breath
of all mankind.”
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Calling all pet owners and animal lovers . . . save the date
and attend our free outdoor Blessing event Saturday,
Nov. 22 at 10 am. This brief, beautiful service, held in our
courtyard, is based on the 7th century prayer by Saint
Modestus who was the patriarch of Jerusalem from 631-
644 AD. Saint Modestus is considered the Patron Saint of
Animals, and the Eastern Orthodox Church commemorates
him on Dec. 18.

Evangelism Season

Welcome to the second evangelism season in our parish!
The Gospel reminds us that we are called to spread the
good news, and evangelism is some thing we can practice
all year round -- but having a designated Evangelism
Season brings a rhythm and emphasis that renews the
calling.

In the next few weeks and months, you will have
increased opportunities to grow the faith in yourself and
invite others to our church to join you.

One of these opportunities will be
the showing of two powerful
documentary films. One that
we’ve previously mentioned is
Becoming Truly Human. This
. film will now be shown in its
entirety the evening of November
18th at 6:30. The movie focuses
on the journey of the main
character, Basil, and the
discussions he has with others who

HUMAN are religiously disconnected but
looking for meaning. He reveals

how he and his family ultimately embrace Orthodoxy.

25% OF U5 ADULTS HAVE
NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION

This is their story
T

BECOMING

Narthex
Re-design

With help from members of our
Parish Council, the Narthex was

recently modified, re-aligning the
Candle Stand and Greeters Table.
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6th Annual Blessing of the Animals

Space is limited so we are asking for advance registration.
Call the church office, 623-486-8665, Monday through
Friday from 10-2 pm to tell us the total number of people
and animals in your party.

Raffle tickets will once again be sold to win an Animal
Lover’s Basket, which includes a $75 gift certificate to
Peoria Pet Market, The winner will be announced the day
of the Blessing and need not be present.The following will
be observed on the day of the Blessing:

= All dogs must be leashed
= Small pets must be in a carrier

We look forward to seeing you, your family, and friends.
Thank you for supporting this event honoring God’s
creatures.

The second film is another award-winning documentary
called American Orthodox: A Lost Icon, A Hidden
Faith: Finding the Ancient Faith in the Modern
World. It is based on the book by Robert John Hammond.
The story follows seekers who are drawn together to Fort
Ross in California by an icon of Saint Peter the Aleut which
has mysteriously washed ashore. Saint Peter was a Native
American saint
who planted seeds
of Orthodoxy,
endured great
torture, and gave
his life to Christ.
The film is
historical and
educational, but
ultimately it is the
finder’s testimony toward finding the Orthodox faith. It
reveals how the lives of the saints impact us today!

Alost icon. A hidden faith.

So save the dates to see this film: The day-time showing
will be Monday, Dec. 1 at 2:00 pm and the evening showing
will be Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 6:30 pm. Both of these are free
events. Registration is requested so we can plan for the
room. Call the office from 10-2 pm at 623-486-8665.

St. Haralambos



COLUMN FR. MICHAEL PALLAD

We gather together to ask the Lord’s Blessings

The month of November has two religious celebrations,
one found in the New Testament Scriptures, and the other
found in our nation’s history. The first, the feastday of the
Presentation of the Theotokos in the Temple, is celebrated
each year on the 21st of November, commemorating that
moment when, as a young child, the blessed Theotokos was
brought to the temple by her parents, Joachim and Anna.

This was to fulfill a promise they made to God in
thanksgiving for her birth. Joachim and Anna were unable
to conceive children, yet were both told by angels of God
that their prayers were heard, and that they would be soon
become parents. When Mary was three years old, she was
brought to the temple to be consecrated to God.

Celebrated shortly after this feastday, we come to the
American religious holiday of Thanksgiving celebrated each
year on the fourth Thursday in November, this year on the
27th.

Having lost nearly half of their group the first year to the
harshness of winter and lack of food, the pilgrims set aside
a day of feasting and prayer in thanks to Almighty God the
following year for having survived with the help of native
American Indians.

November is the Thanksgiving month within the Church
and in American society; a wonderful time for us to count
our blessings, and to be thankful for all that God has given
to us.

What is one very practical and helpful way to thank God
for our blessings? To think about sharing with others, to
help others with needs greater than our own may not be the
first thought that comes to mind, but is a wonderful way to
let God know that we are thankful, enough so that we pass
that love on to others.

That does require a bit of humility, doesn’t it? In our
minds, we know that there are countless number of people
— men, women and children — who are in need of basic

Sunday Worship Office

: 4 ’ y St. Haralambos

Matins: 8:45 a.m.

623-486-8665

comforts such as food and shelter. It is something else,
though, to act on what we know; to put knowledge and
prayer into action. But this is the Christian response to
God’s love — passing it along. It’s also such a wonderful
way to thank God — to pass it along!

If someone gave you a gift, and you enjoy it so much you
just have to share it with someone else, you not only bring
happiness to a third person, you honor the friend who gave
you the gift in the first place. A very moving example is
recorded in the 3rd chapter of the New Testament Book of
Acts (Acts 3:1-8) involving the apostles Peter and John:

“Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at
the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. And a certain man lame
from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily
at the gate of the temple
which is called Beautiful, to
ask alms from those who
entered the temple; who,
seeing Peter and John about
to go into the temple, asked
for alms. And fixing his eyes
on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” So he gave
them his attention, expecting to receive something from
them.

In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, rise
up and walk

Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what
I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” And he took him by the right
hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle
bones received strength. So he, leaping up, stood and
walked and entered the temple with them—walking,
leaping, and praising God.”

Give from what you have! Are you thankful to God for
his blessings, his great mercy and love? Pass it along; give
to others out of love, expecting nothing back. You bring joy
to another human being, and you are saying ‘thank you’ to
God by extending that love to others.

Parish Council

Evan Bachanos Catalina Raiciof

A q p’ ‘Greek Orthodox Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m. 7950 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd., Peoria, AZ 85383 Harry Bekiaris Vivian Teska
. * Church Services live online Office@StHaralambosAZ.com Avery Brightwell Demetria Themistocles
tharalamb - FrMichael@StHaralambosAZ.com Deborah Chionchio Solomon Woldesilassie
IR ML e 4 ) Hours Angie Cholas Ray Wysmierski
Rev. Michael Pallad Monday - Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Virginia Dent lftedla Zelons

In Touch

Contact In Touch at Office@StHaralambosAZ.com
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https://www.facebook.com/St-Haralambos-Greek-Orthodox-Church-Prayer-Page-1416549611723905/

Thanksgiving
Food Drive

During the month of
November, we will be
collecting food for 12
families served by the
Peoria Community
Action Agency. We can
use everyone’s help in
donating turkeys,
canned and boxed foods
for a traditional
Thanksgiving meal.
Donation sign-ups are
on Sundays during
Coffee Hour, and can be
brought to the church
Mon-Friday between

10 am-2 pm and on
Sundays. Please bring
all food donations by
Sunday, Nov. 23.

St. Anna’s Philoptochos Society

By Cynthia Bekiaris, President

The holidays are fast approaching and
we are beginning to plan cooking, baking
and family gatherings, all while decorating
our homes. Some of us realize through
relocating or downsizing, many items no
longer fit our vision or space.

Although we appreciate you thinking of
us the Philoptochos does not have capacity
to accept donations due to storage
limitations and fire codes. Please consider
other worthy causes while you are
reimagining your home.

Coffee Hour food contributions will now
be open to all parishioners as a weekly

Church-wide Pot Luck. We believe this will
avoid the overwhelming challenge a
weekly fellowship hour may pose for an
individual.

Nov. 2 is the Feast Day of Sts. Cosmas
and Damian. Philoptochos will host coffee
hour as these are our Society’s Patron
Saints.

Our next meeting on Nov. 9 at noon, will
include a cooking demonstration from our
cookbook recipes. This is open to all
parishioners. What do you want to see and
help prepared. Please contact me with

your thoughts at cynb1308@gmail.com.

Parish Council Elections

Each and every baptized Orthodox
Christian must make an active
commitment to serve his or her Church.
Some serve by participating in the choir,
teaching Sunday School, joining the Ladies
Philoptochos Society, and volunteering in
other capacities, while others assist the
Church by serving as members of the
Parish Council.

In accordance with the Regulations of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, all candidates seeking election to
serve on the Parish council must attend a
Parish Council Seminar, organized by the
local Parish Council and under the
leadership of the Parish Priest. The

purpose of the Seminar is to prepare
candidates for the Parish Council, as well
as making them aware of the sacred
responsibilities expected of a Council
member.

St. Haralambos Church will hold a
Parish Council Seminar on Thursday,
Dec. 11, at 7 pm in the church library. All
potential Parish Council members,
including those seeking re-election, must
attend the seminar. To be placed on the
ballot, one must complete the Application
for candidacy form (page 6) and return it
to the parish office by 2pm on Monday,
Dec. 8.

Community Christmas Card

Send Christmas greetings to our entire parish membership! Include your name on our beautiful new
full-color icon Christmas Card for a donation of $10 per family via check or credit card. Please print
your name clearly, exactly as you would like it to appear on the card.

Clip and mail this form to the church office or sign up on Sundays during the Coffee Hour. Please make
checks payable to: St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church.

All submissions must be paid by the December 8 deadline
Please include my family’s name in this year’s Community Christmas Card.

Enclosed is my check for $10.
(Please return to the church office)

Names (please print clearly)

St. Haralambos
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Stewardship

At this time of year, Stewardship
Commitment forms for the New Year are
being sent to our parish families so they
can be completed and returned to church
on Sunday, Nov. 23.

We continue to
remind all that these are
not Membership Forms
with required
Membership Dues.
People are members of
the Orthodox Church
from the day of their
Baptism or Chrismation.
To become a steward of St. Haralambos
Church means that we recognize our
responsibility to care for, and support, our
Church. How? By our voluntary offerings
of the “Three T’s” - Time, Talent, and
Treasure (financial contributions).

The 2026 Stewardship forms will be
available in the Church Narthex, on our
parish website, and can be requested by
calling the church office at 623-486-8665.
Please note that the website form must be

printed and filled out, then mailed to the
church office or emailed to

office@stharalambosaz.com.

The teaching on Christian Stewardship
remains consistent to help us
learn to be good stewards: we
give back to God from what He
has given us. We come into this
world with nothing, and we
leave it with nothing. All that
we have in this life comes from
God’s blessings. Returning back
a portion to God through His
Church, is our way of
acknowledging the source of our blessings.

Financial contributions should be a
percentage of our financial resources. This
continues the biblical teaching of tithing or
percentage giving rather than setting a
fixed amount applicable to all families.
Above all, our offerings should be
cheerfully given, recognizing our desire -
not simply obligation - to give back to God
a portion of our blessings we receive
from Him.

2025 Stewardship Families

Abbitt, Dimetra,Ms.

Addy, Pamela

Anest, James & Vaso
Asfaha, Mogos & Almaz
Bachanos, Evan & Jewelie
Basha, Genti & Elda
Bastell, Rudy & Suad
Bekiaris, Harry & Cynthia
Benjamin, George & Jessie
Brightwell, Avery & Brooke
Bruno-Doster, Jenny
Chionchio, Deborah
Cholas, Angie
Christian,Thalia

Conklin, Tom & Maria
Cotton, John & Alexandrea
Danielek, Chryss
Deinhard, Kimi

Deming, Janet

Dent, Virginia

Desimone, Nilda

Dodd, Voula

Dorios, Sophia
Evangelinos, Perry & Hope
Farr, Jeff & Judy

Finch, Dennis & Marina

Giannias,Elaine
Thana
Hooper, Sophia

Huth,Cynthia

Lazzelle, Estelle
Levendi, Mary

Moore, Michael
Pagos, Stella
Kristin

In Touch

Gavriilidis, Alexis

Gavriilidis, Eugene & Ekaterini
Gavriilidis, Evyeni

Gavriilidis, Jessica

Gavriilidis, Michael

Hallick-Cahlamer, Mike &
Hartsel, Barbara

Horne, Kevin & Denise
Jolly, Wallace & Judy
Karabetsos, Angela

Kinniburgh, Anna
Koury, Paul & Veronica

Martinez, Raul & Danielle King
Mavrides, Christos

Milonas, Nick & Jane
Nathanson, Alan & Irene

Pallad, Fr. Michael & Pres.

Pappas, Irene

Payne, Alexandria
Polston, Elizabeth and Family
Kostas

Ratliff,Koula

Russom, Bereket & Nardos
Sambol, Don & Patricia
Schepers, Duane & Nadia
Servetas,Charlotte
Singleton,Melanie & Brian
Frost

Surman, Dina

Tesfay, Ocbai & Genet
Teska, Daniel & Vivian
Thieke,Dr.James & Lucy
Trakas, Georgia

Tucker, Marvin & Eleni
Vardalos, Peter & Lindsay
Woldesilassie, Solomon &
Lydia

Wysmierski, Ray & Mary
Yannakopoulos, George &
Helen

Zakas, Speros & Linda
Zinkowicz, Stefanie

& Lauren

Birthdays

Daniel Milonas (2)
Marina Finch (8)
Maria Lafayette (8)
Lamar Forque (10)
Irene Pappas (10)
Joan Bryson (16)
Judy Jolly (19)
Lori Benjamin (24)
Nicole Benjamin (24)
Nikolas Panousopoulos (25)
Kristin Pallad (28)
Estelle Lazzelle (30)

If you don't see your name, or those
of family members, and would like
to be included on the monthly
birthday listing, please send the
information to the church office.
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http://stharalambos.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/StewardshipCard2025.pdf
mailto:office@stharalambosaz.com

APPLICATION FOR CANDIDACY FOR
ELECTION TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

I,
First Name Last Name
Address City State Zip
Home Phone Mobile Phone

desire to serve as a member of the Parish Council of Saint Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church,
Peoria, Arizona, for a term of 2 years, beginning January, 2026.

[ certify that I am a parishioner in Good Standing as stated in Article 18 of the 2019 Uniform
Parish Regulations (UPR) of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and that my parish
stewardship commitment is current. Further, I certify that I will abide by the Uniform Parish
Regulations and that I will attend the required Parish Council Seminar which is scheduled prior to
the elections, and if elected, will take the Affirmation of Office as stated in Article 26 of the UPR
and, finally, I certify that I am ecclesiastically in good order, and that:

1.
2.
3

5.

[ have been Baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity

I have been Chrismated into the Orthodox Christian tradition

If married, I have had my marriage blessed in the Orthodox Church, or, if civilly divorced,
have received the Ecclesiastical Dissolution.

[ regularly participate in the Sacramental life of the Orthodox Church and receive the Holy

Eucharist on a regular basis.
[ regularly attend Divine Services.

[ further acknowledge that I will undergo a background check as required by the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of American prior to attending the Parish Council Training Seminar, scheduled for
Thursday, December 11, 2025.

Signature of Candidate Date

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Candidacy Application Received:

Date:

Time: By:

Note: The above must be completed and return to the church office by 2pm on Monday,
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December 8, 2025

St. Haralambos



NOVEMBER 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
10:00am Grief
Share
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:45am Matins 9:00am Divine
10:00am Divine Liturgy
Liturgy Synaxis of the
Archangels
6:00pmTeachings Michael and
and Traditions of Gabriel
Orthodox
Christianity
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:45am Matins 9:00am Divine
10:00am Divine Veterans Day Liturgy 10:00am Grief
Liturgy St. John Share
Chrysostom
6:00pmTeachings
and Traditions of 6:00pm Parish
Orthodox Council Meeting
Christianity
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:45am Matins 9:00am Divine
10:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am Blessing
Liturgy Entrance of the of the Animals
Theotokos into
6:30pm Film: the Temple
Becoming Truly
Human
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:45am Matins
10:00am Divine Thanksgiving Day
Liturgy
Stewardship Sunday
30
8:45am Matins
10:00am Divine

Liturgy




